
Before  t h e  Board of Zoning Adjus tment ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC H E A R I N G  - May 1 3 ,  1970 

Appeal No. 10379 Henry J .  Tasca ,  e t  u s ,  a p p e l l a n t s .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,  a p p e l l e e .  

On mot ion  d u l y  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Order of t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meet ing  of 
May 1 9 ,  1970.  

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - March 8 ,  1971  

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a language 
s c h o o l ,  l i b r a r y ,  c l u b  and a c c e s s o r y  o f f i c e s  f o r  A l l i a n c e  
F r a n c a i s e  de  Washington a t  2124 Wyoming Avenue, N W . ,  Lot 203, 
Square  2528, be  g r a n t e d .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: ---.- 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  R-3 D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  improved w i t h  a t h r e e  ( 3 )  
s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  which was f o r m e r l y  used  as a p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e .  
The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  now v a c a n t .  

3 .  A p p e l l a n t  p r o p o s e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a language s c h o o l ,  l i b r a r y ,  
c l u b  and a c c e s s o r y  o f f i c e s  f o r  A l l i a n c e  F r a n c a i s e  d e  Washington. 

4.  A p p e l l a n t  p r o p o s e s  t o  u s e  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  of t h e  s u b j e c t  
b u i l d i n g  as l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  c a r e t a k e r  and h i s  f a m i l y ,  
w i t h  t h e  remain ing  p o r t i o n  b e i n g  used  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .  

5 .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  number of c l a s s e s  h e l d  p e r  day v a r i e s  
from 2  t o  4  w i t h  a maximum o f  2 c l a s s e s  b e i n g  h e l d  a t  any one 
t i m e .  Class s i z e  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  12 s t u d e n t s .  C l a s s e s  a r e  
o f f e r e d  Monday t h r o u g h  Thursday.  Class h o u r s  a r e  10:30 a.m. t o  
noon, 1 :30  p.m. t o  3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. t o  7:30 p.m. A sub- 
s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  u s e  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o r  
t a x i s  t o  a t t e n d  c l a s s e s .  The p r e s e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and t e a c h i n g  
staff c o n s i s t s  of approx imate ly  3 p e r s o n s .  
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6 .  The Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  f o u r  ( 4 )  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s .  
A p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t o  p r o v i d e  two ( 2 )  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  and h a s  
r e q u e s t e d  a waiver  as t o  t h e  remain ing  two ( 2 )  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s .  
Appl ican t  b a s e s  h i s  h a r d s h i p  i n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  number 
of  s p a c e s  on t h e  s i z e  and shape  of t h e  s u b j e c t  l o t .  

7 .  No o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  a p p e a l  was 
r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  

O P I N I O N  : 

We a r e  of  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of t h e  s u b j e c t  p remises  
as a s c h o o l  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  t h e  
n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  because  of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of 
s t u d e n t s  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  

We a r e  a l s o  of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a p p e l l a n t s  have proven a 
h a r d s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of  t h e  v a r i a n c e  c l a u s e  of  t h e  Zonfng 
R e g u l a t i o n s  and t h a t  a d e n i a l  of t h e  r e q u e s t e d  r e l i e f  w i l l  
r e s u l t  i n  p e c u l i a r  and e x c p e t i o n a l  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and 
undue h a r d s h i p  upon t h e  owner. A p p e l l a n t s t  p r o p e r t y  i s  such 
t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e d  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  canno t  b e  p rov ided  on t h e  s i t e .  
The d e n i a l  of t h i s  r e q u e s t e d  r e l i e f  would p r e v e n t  a r e a s o n a b l e  
use  of t h e  p r o p e r t y .  

The r e q u e s t e d  r e l i e f  c a n ,  i n  o u r  v iew,  be g r a n t e d  w i t h o u t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
i m p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose  and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone p l a n  as 
embodied i n  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and Map. 

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

By: -- 

S e c r e t a r y  o  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALED FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  FILED WITH THE D I R E C T O R  OF INSPECTIONS W I T H I N  A PERIOD OF SIX 
MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


